
How Ceres and Stanislaus County’s 
 Children, Families, and Seniors Are Being Hit by California’s Budget Cuts 

 
 
Stanislaus County Education 
• Assemblyman Bill Berryhill, R-Ceres, warns of dire 

cuts to education: "I didn't go up there to slash and 
burn education," said Berryhill, a former trustee on 
the Ceres Unified School District board. "But the fact 
of the matter is the economy has tanked."i

 
 

• Ceres Unified employees took an 8.5 percent salary 
cut last year. "We're pretty much running as lean as 
we can. There's no place for us to cut staff at this 
point . . . If that ballot provision doesn't pass, our 
reserves are gone," said an assistant superintendent. 

ii

• Modesto Junior College will cut $8 million from the 
school's budget by slashing positions, eliminating 
majors and ending some student services. The 
college will axe 13 full-time and dozens of part-time 
teaching positions and will end the equivalent of 37 
full-time classified jobs and five management 
positions. Whole programs would end – mid-major 
for many students.

 

iii

 
    

Stanislaus County Public Health in Crisis 
Here's a look at the impact of cuts to public health in the 
county during the past few yearsiv

• 55,000 county adults on Medi-Cal lost their dental 
and other "optional" benefits; 

: 

• 126 staff positions have been cut since 2005 at the 
county Health Services Agency; 

• Almost 200 employees were cut in the past three 
years at county Behavioral Health and Recovery 
Services.; 

• Three mental health clinics closed. 
 

• 250 seriously mentally ill homeless people lost 
mental health services. 

• 16 patients on average are tested by Stanislaus 
County for HIV every month, compared with an 
average of 98 before the state cut funding for 
HIV/AIDS testing and outreach in 2009 

 
Stanislaus County Seniors 
• Brown's plan would cut $20 million from the state 

budget by eliminating the Multipurpose Senior 
Services Program, which helps the state avoid the 
expense of caring for the elderly in nursing homes.  
About 180 low-income seniors are able to continue 
living safely at home through the MSSP program.v

• Past cuts have meant that 100 frail elderly and 
disabled people are no longer being monitored 
through home visits and phone calls.

 
This cut would threaten their security. 
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Public Safety 
• City of Ceres – In its current budget, the City cut its 

police services by 13 percent and its fire and rescue 
services by 18 percent.vii

• Sheriff’s Department –County Sheriff Adam 
Christianson cut $21 million from his budget and laid 
off 120 employees.

 

viii  Dozens of deputy sheriffs 
were laid off.ix  Last fall he told County Supervisors 
that budget cuts threaten public safety because 
special assignments in the department will happen 
less frequently. "We won't be doing gang 
suppression anymore.  We won't be doing narcotics 
anymore," Christianson said. "Our response times 
will increase. We may refer people to our online 
reporting system."x
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Stanislaus Cnty California 

Legislator: AD 26 Bill Berryhill (R) Median family income:     $53,244  $68,909  
Elected 2008 (termed out 2014) Homeowner/Renter: 67%/33% 58%/42% 
Legislator: SD 12 Anthony Cannella (R) Unemployment Rate: 18.4% 12.3% 
Elected 2010 (termed out 2018) BA degree or higher: 26.5% 30% 
Ceres - Racial Makeup:  64% white, 7% Asian, 3.5% African American, 25.5% other. 
Ceres - Latino / Hispanic population (of any race):  51% 
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