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BUILDING LEADERSHIP AND  
POWER FOR A STRONGER UNION

As our Tentative Agreement works its way through 
the Legislature and toward the governor’s desk, 
we’re already working to build power for the chal-
lenges ahead.

On Feb. 11 -12, speaking to a meeting of our 
Statewide Bargaining Advisory Committee (SBAC), 
our statewide officers charted a course for our 
next phase of building a stronger union: Not just 
implementing and enforcing a contract but devel-
oping our leadership and organizing around issues 
that impact all of us.

“Together we’re building a stronger union so we 
can defend our rights through collective power,” 
said Tamekia N. Robinson, Vice President for 
Organizing/Representation.

“We are living in a challenging time,” said President 
Yvonne R. Walker. “We’re in a  volatile, uncertain, 
complex and ambiguous world. We have always 
been ready to stand up and fight back when the 
time is right. We will continue to be ready to meet 
any challenges in the future.”

Commitment and leadership will make the differ-
ence. Each member of our union can become a 
leader in their own way. The moment we take the 
first small step, by having a conversation with a co-
worker or attending a meeting or a rally, we grow 
in our leadership to protect our hard-earned rights.

“It all comes back to tapping into our power, our 
vision and our commitment,” said Theresa Taylor, 
Vice President / Secretary-Treasurer. 

“Each of us has to make sure that we’re constantly 
growing in our leadership so that we can empower 
others to become stronger leaders themselves,” 
said Margarita Maldonado, Vice President for 
Bargaining. “Our power is in our unity and in mak-
ing the choice to lead.”

Ready to step up? Become an Action Team 
Member in your workplace. For more informa-
tion, talk to your union steward or call the Member 
Resource Center at 866.471.SEIU (7348).



Monday-Friday
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
866.471.SEIU (7348)
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youtube.com/seiu1000

Twitter
twitter.com/seiu1000

Black History Month

Among the many crusaders in black history who 
fought for racial and social justice is a school 
teacher, journalist and activist named Ida B. Wells.

The end of Reconstruction in the southern United 
States in the late 1870’s brought decades of mob 
violence against black people, including lynching.

Wells was one of the most outspoken voices 
against this form of violence and was a founding 
member of the NAACP. Her activism helped lay 
the groundwork for future generations of leaders, 
such as Local 1000 Bargaining Team member and 
NAACP Fresno President LeRoy Candler, Jr.

Wells was born in Holy Springs, Mississippi, in 
1862 and attended Shaw and Fisk University, a 
rare achievement at the time for any woman.

As a teacher in a segregated school, she was an-
gered by the fact that white teachers were paid 
$80 a month and blacks were only paid $30. This 
disparity fueled a growing political awareness 
and passion for justice that got her involved in the 
struggle for civil rights and the feminist movement 
as a journalist and activist.

Ida B. Wells moved to Tennessee and spoke 
out against the horrors of lynching in the south. 
Pamphlets like "Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in

All Its Phases,” released in 1892, documented the 
practice and reviewed specific cases in detail.

As a result of her activism, a mob destroyed the 
offices of “The Free Speech,” a newspaper she 
founded and wrote for. She moved to Chicago out 
of fear for her safety.

She went on to partner with other great leaders of 
her time, including Frederick Douglass and W.E.B 
Dubois, on boycotts and campaigns.

Wells continued her activism in the 1920’s and 
started an autobiography called "Crusade for 
Justice" in 1928. She died in 1931 at the age of 
68, but her legacy lives on.

Because of all the hard work of Ida B. Wells, and 
other activists in the anti-lynching movement, this 
cruel and cowardly act decreased significantly in 
the last half of the 20th century.

Despite several legislative attempts to outlaw 
lynching, Congress failed to act. It wasn’t until 
2005 that the Senate passed a resolution apol-
ogizing to lynching victims, survivors and their 
descendants.

Crusader    Justicefor

The way to 
right wrongs is to 

turn the light of 
truth upon them.

“

“

~ Ida B. Wells

Ida B. Wells


