
 

 

PRESIDENT WALKER’S VIDEO MESSAGE – May 6, 2020 

 

Good afternoon, Local 1000. Happy Wednesday, or "hump day," as they call it. 

 

I have two things today. The first one is really important. If you were sent home on ATO, or your 

department sent you home and said "don't come back until this time." And you found out later 

in the month that they said, "Oh, no, that wasn't ATO; we misspoke. You have to use your own 

time," or "Oh, no, somebody else had to approve it," even though your supervisor had to 

approve it, and they never called you back in, I need you to call the MRC, because we're going 

to be filing individual grievances on this. And I understand from the department's perspective 

rules changed as we were going along in this pandemic, right. And you know that, like one week 

they'd say one thing and then the next week, we'd get new information; it would another thing. 

And what I am finding is that they have been applying, every time they got a new rule, applying 

it retrospectively, and that's not right. So, please call in to the MRC. We are handling this. We 

are on it, but we're going to need your help. 

 

Also, DMV will be open on Friday. Employees will get the notice, and this time it's not going to 

be rescinded. But let me tell you what we've done to make sure that it is safe for all of our 

members going in there. So one, it's going to be a phased approach.  So, they're not going to 

just open all of them. They're going to start with 25 field offices and 10 industry service centers. 

We made sure that our employees are going to have face masks, face shields, gloves,  

disinfectants, hand sanitizers, and as the public comes in, if they don't already have masks, 

they're going to be given a mask to put on. The tape is still going to be down so that we make 

sure that people are social distancing. They're going to monitor the doors so that the offices 

can't get overcrowded. And I just want to say, that I feel entirely comfortable. On Thursday, 

they'll be doing training on what the new DMV looks like. And then on Friday, they will be open 

to the public. It will mainly be appointments, but there will also be some walk-in. I just want to 

give a shout-out to all of you as you've kept the faith with us. We've been working with the 

department to make sure your return was going to be as safe as we can possibly make it. 

 



Oh, the one thing I forgot to mention. The reason why it is in a phased approach, it's for two 

reasons. One, as they open up, they want to make sure that all the protocols they have in place 

are working. So it'll give it a chance for evaluation and any tweaks as necessary. But they also 

want to ensure that the supply chain holds, because you don't want to open up, have your face 

masks, your face shields, your gloves, your disinfectant and then 30 days later you can't get it. 

So, that's the other reason for the phased approach, to make sure that the supply chain is good, 

and that we learned some lessons before we expand the opening. 

 

That's all I got for you today, and I will talk to you on Friday. 

 

 

 


