
 

 

PRESIDENT WALKER’S VIDEO MESSAGE – May 8, 2020 

 

Hey. Good afternoon, Local 1000. Happy Friday. 
 
So I'm going to start out today giving a shout-out to Michelle Williams who works in the 
parole office in Lancaster. And the reason I am talking about Michelle, is because she's one 
of our workers, like a whole bunch of workers whose names I don't know. But while some 
of us have been teleworking and been able to work in other ways, they have not had the 
ability to telework. They've been going in every single day.  
 
And I want to make sure that you understand that I see you. I appreciate you. You are not 
being ignored. We are working extremely hard on ensuring that you're safe in your 
worksite. And as your coworkers start coming back to work, we're ensuring that your 
worksites are going to be safe. You're going to have masks, disinfectants, gloves, and 
everything that you need. 
 
Is all of this going to be perfect? Absolutely not.  
 
Here's my promise to you: We will not stop. We will continue with every fiber of our being 
to work to ensure your workplaces are as safe as we can possible make them. 
 
Speaking of going back to work: As you know, DMV went back to work. Well, they were 
always working, but DMV offices opened to the public today. It was supposed to be 
appointments and a few walk-ins. Let me just tell you, they did open up. Ehhh. Little bumps, 
you know, along the way. A lot of people showed up. They had to figure out how to manage 
it. 
 
I want to give shout-outs not only to our motor vehicle workers, but I want to give a shout-
out to the department because they were very proactive in dealing with the crowds that 
show up. And that just shows what happens when we all work together. 
 
I don't know how many of you saw the governor's press conference where he talked about 
economic forecasts going forward. We have $54 billion dollar deficit that we're going to 
have to deal with. 18% unemployment. So things are real, folks. Even in addition to dealing 
with COVID-19. Things are very real. 
 



We'll be talking about it more in the future. I'm not worried, because we've been through 
tough times. We'll go through tough times again. And together, we're going to figure out the 
pathway forward. 
 
So this weekend is Mother's Day. So, I want to end my message to you today by saying, I am 
thinking about the mother of Ahmaud Arbery, who is not going to have her son with her 
this Mother's Day. Because, he was murdered, while jogging, in his own neighborhood. 
 
Folks, I’ve got to tell you, we have got to figure this out. Black lives do matter.  We are all 
connected to each other.  So for today, I just want you to remember to look at somebody  
and really see them. Really see them and know that there's somebody just like you with a 
family just like yours even though their skin color might not be the same as yours, their 
sexual orientation might not be the same as yours, but they're just like you, the same hopes, 
dreams, and aspirations. 
 
Because on this Mother's Day we should make this pledge that no other mother is going to 
have to experience what Ahmaud Arbery's mother is experiencing this Mother's Day. 
 
Her first one without her son. 
 


