
 

 

PRESIDENT WALKER’S VIDEO MESSAGE – May 11, 2020 

 

Good afternoon, Local 1000, and happy Monday. 

 

I hope you had an incredible Mother's Day weekend. For those of you who were able to see 

your mother, yeah. For those of you who like me, because of the social distancing, were not 

able to see your mom or maybe your mom has already passed on, it made our Mother's Day a 

little bittersweet. But I hope that you were still able to find some joy in the memories of your 

mother and the times you have spent before. 

 

So I want to talk a little bit about contact tracing. We know, right, as they're talking about 

opening up our state for business and just really trying to get back to whatever our new reality 

is going to be, we know the importance of contact tracing. Actually for me, it says, like, look, 

this is why government is important. This is why we exist. This is our exact wheelhouse. 

 

So here's what's going on. In CDPH, they've redirected a lot of their classifications, some of the 

health facility evaluator nurses, AGPAs, SSAs, health program auditors, classifications like that, 

to do this work, and I think it's absolutely right because that is clearly in the Department of 

Public Health's mission.  

 

But in addition, CalHR has asked departments for volunteers, and you know what? You guys are 

doing what you do. You are volunteering because you understand the importance of this. They 

need 10,000 - that's ten thousand - with both state workers, county workers, and some private 

workers doing this work. Because that's an awful big number. We will be meeting with CDPH 

and CalHR on the parameters for our workers, and as soon as I have more information, I'll get 

that out to you. 



Also, this month is Asian-Pacific Islander Month.  And so, because of that, our International in 

conjunction with PBS, is hosting a series on Asian-Pacific Americans. And, the first one is airing 

tonight, from 5 until 7. And then, it will be on succeeding Mondays. So, if you're interested in 

watching, and I hope you are, you can go on the calendar of our website, click on the link, and 

let me know what you think about it. 

 

I'll talk to you on Wednesday. 

 

  

 

 


