
 

 

PRESIDENT WALKER’S VIDEO MESSAGE – May 13, 2020 

 

 

Hey, good afternoon, Local 1000. Happy Wednesday. 

 

I hope you had a very good day. 

 

I have some news for you today. Previously, when we've talked, you've asked me, "Yvonne, we 

know we have a big budget deficit. What does that mean? Has the administration reached out 

to us?" Today I have an answer for you. And that answer is yes, they reached out today. They 

said, "We are looking at a $54 billion dollar deficit, and we're looking at a 10 percent cut."  

 

Now, I know most of you are gasping. You’re saying, "Oh God, I knew it. We're going to have 

furloughs." Well, that is a possibility. But it doesn't have to be because clearly, we have a choice 

in this matter. But let me back up just a little bit. The reason why we have a choice in this 

matter is because of you and the work we've done over the years to build our power and to 

show the importance of state work and the work that you do and our value. 

 

So, here's our choice: We can choose to say, "Okay, we'll take the ten percent. Do whatever you 

want." I'll will tell you exactly what it'll be. It'll be two furlough days. Or, we can call the 

bargaining team together, and we can figure out the equivalent of what that 10 percent 

represents and try to negotiate something.  Yeah, there might be a little pain involved, but it 

won't be the same two furlough days and how you think about it. 

 

I know the choice I would make.  And I believe I know the choice that you would want us to 

make. The other thing that I want to point out is, not only will we call the bargaining team 

in, I’m going to rely on you. 

 

You know, I'm a big fan of crowdsourcing. So, I'm going to be reaching out. We're going to be 

looking for you for ideas for cost savings that we can then put forward and try to whittle this 

down. We also have an opportunity because there's a new federal stimulus bill that is now 

being debated in Congress. We can go into action, and call our senators, call our 

representatives, and say, "We want the 1 trillion dollars to the states and local government that 



our governor and the four governors in the western states are asking for." And that will also 

then reduce the amount that will be necessary. 

 

So, look, we're not victims. 

 

We could put our head in the sand and say, "let's take it." But you know what, Local 1000? 

We're not head-in-the-sand people. We're solution people. We figure things out.  I have no 

doubt in my mind that together, we will figure this out. Yeah, there will be a little bit of pain. 

But not the same kind of pain that comes from a straight, across-the-board 10 percent cut. 

 

So like I've told you, we've got choices. I know the choice I would like to make. I know the 

choice that I believe you would make. So are you with me?  Let's get to work. Let’s roll up our 

sleeves, and let's make this happen. 

 

 

 

 

 


