
 

 

PRESIDENT WALKER’S VIDEO MESSAGE – May 22, 2020 

 

Hey Local 1000. Happy Friday. We're heading into the weekend. 

 

This weekend we're going to have our first Statewide Bargaining Advisory Committee  

meeting - Online. It'll be a . . .  I don't know what it will be. I hope everything turns out well. 

That's just one of the new things that we're learning as we're dealing with this pandemic. 

 

So, speaking of that, I've been thinking. We first started hearing about the coronavirus in 

January. And, when it first broke, at first, it was just going to be a mild flu; everything was going 

to be all right. 

 

And by March, we were sheltering in place at home. We were teleworking. Some people were 

out of work. It was just in chaos. I have figured out that from March until today, we have been 

living in a constant state of stress, turmoil, don't know what's going on. We've been glued to 

the news. Watching everything; all the death counts. We don't have ventilators; we don't have 

PPEs, and it's amazing, because before about March, nobody even talked about PPEs or knew 

what they were. Now, it's part of our vocabulary. 

 

I say all that to say, "We're opening up this weekend." We're going into Stage 2. The weather's 

supposed to be incredibly nice.  

 

Local 1000, I'm going to ask you to keep safe. I know that this is going to be your moment to 

shed that cloak, worry, and everything else and have just a little bit of what we used to know 

was normalcy and just to be out, to breathe the fresh air and feel the sunshine on our face. I'm 

just asking you, please be safe as you do that. 

 

We're going back to the bargaining table on Wednesday, and I shouldn't say "going back to the 

bargaining table," but that's how I think about it. One day has bled into the other. We'll be 



going to the bargaining table with the state on Wednesday. And hopefully, after that, we'll have 

a little more concrete news to offer you. 

 

Here's what I want you to take with you. 

 

There's been a lot of rumors; a lot of just misinformation about what it is. Everybody's guessing. 

Just give us just a few more days.  Get to the table. Let's find out what it is. And, let's find out 

our solution together. 

 

With that, though, go out. Enjoy your weekend. 

 

I'll talk to you all on Monday. 

 


