
 

 

PRESIDENT WALKER’S VIDEO MESSAGE – May 29, 2020 

 

Hey Local 1000. Happy Friday. 

 

So we met with the state today. They passed their proposal. It was a very simple proposal. 

Two PLP days. 

 

This weekend, the bargaining team is going to meet. They're going to incorporate your 

suggestions. And we will be meeting with the state on Monday. We'll let you know the outcome 

of that meeting. 

 

Also, we've been getting a lot of calls this week about people who have been directed to the 

contact tracing effort. Initially, that was supposed to be a volunteer opportunity. The Governor 

has since directed every department to dedicate five percent of their workforce to the contact 

tracing. You know, we need 100,000 contact tracers in California. We will be meeting with 

CalHR because we know there's going to be instances where people can't do it for whatever 

reason. And we want to figure that out for folks. So just hang on, and bear with us. 

 

Also, you might have noticed, you'll be noticing something new. As we come up on payday, the 

State Controller will no longer be issuing paper pay stubs. And if you have direct deposit - the 

pay advisory - you now have to go on CalConnect. You can access it online, sign up, and access 

your pay, your pay stub there. 

 

And with that, I hope you have a very good weekend, but before I go, this is reflection Friday, 

and this is what I want you to reflect on this weekend: 

 

Black lives matter. 

 

And I know this is upsetting to some of you. You think it’s divisive. You think that all lives 

matter. And they absolutely do. But until Black lives matter, no life matters. 

 



I'm sure you're all watching the news of George Floyd in Minneapolis, who died after having a 

knee in his neck for nine minutes. He couldn't breathe. He called for his mother. They felt he 

had no pulse. Still did not, still did not do any live saving measures. And kept that knee on his 

neck. And for what? A counterfeit $20 bill for buying food. 

 

Breanna Taylor, the EMT, who was murdered in her bed as a result of a no-knock warrant.  

 

Ahmaud Arbery, gunned down, because he was in a house. He was suspected of doing 

something because he went in a house that was under construction that a lot of other people 

had gone in to. But, he's the one who winds up dead. 

 

Or Christian Cooper, an avid birder in Central Park, who gets the police called on him and in the 

call, he's told very clearly, "I'm going to call them and tell them an African-American man is 

threatening me." And then sounding, escalating your fear on the phone. Because, you know the 

outcome? The only reason I believe that Christian Cooper is still with us today is because the 

police did not respond quickly based on that call. Because Amy Cooper knew that those words 

were sure to get a police response. 

 

And brothers and sisters, if you're a black person, if you're a black man and the police get called 

on you by a white woman, you know the outcome, and possibly, meaning your death. 

 

So I will continue to say - Black lives matter. Until every black person, every black parent 

doesn't have to have that special conversation with their sons and their daughters in case they 

encounter law enforcement. Because we want what every parent wants: we want to know 

when our kids go away from home they're going to be safe.  

 

So that's my reflection point - Black lives matter. 

 

 

 


